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Elder, Miniftes, and ‘Meffengers 
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Kingsd ridge, 


Exeter, Fromé, 


‘ Prefeott, Paulton, Wotton, 


Hor fing ton, _Gritileton & Mal, Sodbury 
Briagewater, bury, Bradford. 


Having received Letters alfo from: 


Chacewater, Bampton, taal 
Plymouth-Dock, . Stoke-Gomer, King Stanley, 
Plymouth, and 
Bovey-Tracey, Hatch, Thornbury. we 


| Being met. in  Affociation at B R RD, 
Tot the Jeveral C his rches they repreft fend 


Dear 


think ourfelves ind feel happy: 


she Godeand Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift; for the 
providence which has been over you! another. year, 
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in addrefiing you the prefent occafion. “We 
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protected us the delegates from the feveral Aflociated | 


Churches in afembling together, and permitted us, in peage 
and pieafure, to hear your refpettive cafes, _ | 

The Churches in general in their letters, while they dif- 
cover their firm attachment to evangelical truth, and their 
enjoyment of peace among themfelves, yet greatly lament 
the ravages of war abroad, and the uncommon failure of 
commercial confidence at home; but they ftill more lament 
the fad caufes of all our calamities, the aboundings of national 
fin, the declenfion of vital godlinefs in the Churches, and 
the conformity of profeflors to a vain world ; they however 
implore the help of God and the prayers of his people 
againft thefe evils. 

And now, Brethren, fuffer with your ufual candour, the 


word of exhortation. We are aflured, that we need not 


avow the purity of our intentions, nor the fincerity of our 
good wifhes for you. You aré too wel! acquainted with us, 
Brethren, not to know, that “ our earneft defire and prayer 
to God for you is that you may be faved.” 


You are our witnefles, and God alfo, how greatly we 
long after you all, in the bowels of Jefus Chrift. Yes, you 


cannot but be perfuaded that we feek not yours but you. 
Your increafe in divine knowledge, gofpel holinefs, and 
Chriftian confolation affords us heart-felt pleafure. We 
participate all your joys in religion, when you are happy, 
and we feel all your forrows in the world, when you are 


miferable, We have no greater joy than to fee you walk in | 


the truth, no greater grief than to behold you draw back, 
We do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying. When 
that is promoted we rejoice, when that is hindered we 
mourn. 

As we have, at our refpeftive pofts, indivtdually exhorted, 
and charged every one of you asa father does his children, 


that you would walk worthy of God, who has called youto 
his Kingdom and Glory; even fo now, we unite colleélively 
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our moft preffing importunities, that you will make God’ | 


glory your higheft end, his word your — rule, and his | 


fpirit your fupreme guide, | | 


You will often call to mind the relation in which God 
ftands to you as your Creator, moral Governor, and Res 
deemer, We befeech you to confider the duties, which you 
owe to him in thefe relations, and ' © walk worthy the vocation, | 
wherewith you are called.” As your Creator, you cannot but 
feel your infinite obligations to him, You owe all the com- 
forts of life and life itfelf to him * im whom you live move and 
have your being.” In return for thefe favours, the warmett 
gratitude, fteady truft, and unfeigned love and obedience 
are his undifputed due, And does not confcience affure us 
_ that we are under law to God, that we fhould reverence him 
as the moral Governor of the world, and that we are ac- 
countable to nm for all our a&tions? Does not this voice of 
God within, echo to the word of God without, this folemn 
language “that we muft all appear before the judgment 
feat of Chrift—and every one muft give an account of him- 
{elf to God.” Let us not forget that we are moral agents, 
and that all our thoughts words and aétions fhall be tried by 


the teft of that law which is holy juft and good,” Should 


not this law then be ever before us to difcover our fins, dee 
{troy our legal hopes, and define our refpe€tive duties? Let 
this glafs be held up daily to the eye of the foul, that you 
may fee its pollution.—Above all live not forgetful of the 
relation in which God ftands to you in the work of redemp- 
tion. Often think of that covenant which he has made with 


Chrift on your behalf, of his great love in the gift of his. 


Son, his condefcending kindnefs in a gofpel revelation, and 
his bounty in the donation. of the Spirit. Here behold him 


as a prince pardoning the criminal, and as a father taking _ 


_ into his arms his prodigal fon. When you fee clearly thefe_ 


relations to God, you will cafily difcern your duty, You — 


will perceive that it fhould be your-conftant care to know’ 
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him, and that it is criminal to be ignorant of hiin through 
vour own negligence. You will often look into the books 
of creation and revelation to trace out the being, perfeétions, 
and will of our Creator and Lord. ‘In particular you will 
fee your obligations to make yourfelves ge with his 
word by reading and meditation, hear‘ | 

You will ftudy the proofs of its dive), ui ata: on the 
principles which it contains, obey the pi and delight 
in the promifes. § “ You will fearch for wifdom as for 


“filver, and dig for her as for hid treafure.” | Your ferious 
and daily enquire will be, “ Lord what wilt thou have me 


to do ?” Infidelity will then appear to you an heinous fin, 
and you will perceive the obligation upon you to belicve 
allthat God has fpoken. You will be ftruck with the words 
of the Apoftle John “ He, that be'ieveth not God, hath made 
himaliar Your reafon w''!, homage to revelation, and 
it willappear a ‘-ient arguinent to engage you to credit 
the doétrine, that «sud hasf{poken it. Supreme love to God 
will appear reafonable and proper, your duty, intereft, and 


_happinefs. You will confider every alienation of heart from 
- God as nothing lefs than robbery of him, and deftru€tion to 
own peace. You will be happily taught to fubmit to 


him in all cireumftances of life, and in the pains of death. 
Godiwill become the objeét of your warmeft hopes, and 


moft enflamed defires. The language of your hearts will be 


‘¢ whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
all the earth that I defire befides thee-” You will fear this 
holy and terrible Lord God, and dread his frown more than 
hell. His holy commands will be your delight, and you 
will fee your intereft and duty combined in the fervice of 
od. You will be excited to all focial and private duties, 
and will prefer the prefence of God in his worfhip above 
every thing in the world, a 
Permit us then, dear Brethren, to exhort you to fet God 


‘always before you. Seck to know his will, believe what 


he 
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he has {poken, fubmit to his difpenfations, love his per- 
fections, praétice his commands, and devoutly feek his pres 
fence. Ina word, as God ftands in the higheft relation to 
you, let his will be your fupreme law, and his glory your 
ultimate end. Beware of lukewarmnefs in your affeétions 
to fuch a Father, and of negligence in the fervice of fuch a 


lord, Keep in mind, not only the impoffibility of de. 


ceiving him, but the infelicity of attempting it. Remem- 
ber that every deviation of heart from God, is a high 
infult on his Majefly, and a real injury to’ your own 
fouls. It is not what he difapproves only, but what your 
own hearts difapprove. It is not barely rebellion againft God, 
but death to yourfelves. Look wellto the fprings of ace 
tion in you, your thoughts and pafflions, and let God hab}. 
tually prefide in them, © 


Give usYeave, Brethren, to remind you not only of the | 


duties which you owe to God, but of thofe alfo which you 
owe to fociety. You are members of the community at large, 
parts of the vaft body of mankind, citizens of ithe worlds 
The good of the human race fhould lie near your hearts, 
You fhould rejoice to fee the fhackles of ignorance, unbe- 
lief, and fin fall from the minds of men in general, and it 
fhould be your daily prayer ‘* Thy will be done on earth 
asit isin heaven, O Lord let thy kingdom come.” We 
are perfuaded it will give you heart-felt joy to hear of the 
in-gathering of the heathen, the deftruétion of antichrift, and 
the {pread of the gofpel in every part of the globe. Reve- 
rence and refpeé the civil fociety of which you are more 
immediately a part. As far as the rights of confctence, and 


the duty you owe to God will permit, Jet every foul be fub- 


je& to the higher powers. We need not remind you that 
‘¢‘ the Kingdom of Chrift is not of this world.” Yet, that it 
is neverthelefs your incumbent duty to do good to all men, 
‘: Render to all their due, tribute to whom tribute, fear to 
whom fear, and honour towhom honour.” We know that’ 

you 
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you make confcience of praying for kings and for fuch as 
are in authority. We need not exhort you to adhere ftead- 
faftly to all the duties of good citizens, and cannot but think 
you would be falfely cenfured, fhould any one infinuate, 
that you are not firm friends to your country, and hearty 
advocates for the rights of all men. Under this con. 
viétion, we almoft think it fuperfluous to fay, “ follow 
peace with all men, walk in wifdom towards them that 
are without.” Let equity and charity guide all your aétions, 
Be juft, benevolent and good to all. ‘ Love your enemies 
blefs them that curfe you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that defpitefully ufe you and pesfecute 
| 

Do good in particular to the houfehold of faith. Confider 
yourfelves as parts of the fame family with all the faints below, 
and all the fpirits of the juft made perfe&t above. Children 
of one common Father, partakers of one and the fame {fal- 
vation, and united to one fpirit, labour to keep “ the unity of 
the {pirit in the bond of peace.” Let no diverfity of fent2- 
ment in leffer matters alienate your affeftions from the faints. 
Remember that there is no more reafon why you fhould 
differ with them about fentiment than why they fhould 
differ with you; as, thereforc, you would\not wifh to feel 
their refentment for believing and embracing what you think 
to be right; fo ncither fhould you put them to the pain of 
fecling your anger, becaufe they are tenacious of what they 
think to be truth. We think a candid, meck, and liberal 
mind perfe€ily confiftent with the mioft fteady attachment 


to the truth of the gofpel. This gentle mind, which was 


fy eminently in Jefus Chrift, recommended in the gofpel, 
ornamental to religion, and which abundantly glorifies God, 
we carnefty recommend to you. “Let nothing be done, 
not even in fupport of truth, through ftrife and vain glory, 
but in lowlinefs of mind let each efteem others better than 
themfelves.” Do all things without murmurings and dif: . 
putings,” 
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putings.” Be fuperior, Brethren, to the low artifices which 
iittle minds ufe to promote a party, wifhing well to all thofé 
that love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity. With the 
great apoftle rejoice if the gofpel be promoted, Chrift 
preached, and fouls faved, though by men of contentious 
minds. | | 

Recolle& alfo, Brethren, the duties that are incumbent 
upon you as members of gofpel churches. Be regular and 


early in your attendance on public worfhip, embrace every 


mean of grace in your power, beware of flighting mectings 
of prayer and religious conference, Let not the world en- 
grofs that time which ought to be facredto God. Regard 
the fabbath. Walte not a great part of it in bed, drefs, 
providing for the body, walking the fields, or talking of 


things indifferent. Attend with ferioufnefs the miniftry of 


God’s fervants, fubmit to them while they urge the laws 
of Chrift. Pray for a bleffing on their labours, be tender of 
their charaéters, and endeavour to ftrengthen their hands in 
the great work to which they are called. Submit to one 
another in love, pray one for another, forgive readily and 
heartily thofe that have offended you, and fpeak evil of 
no man. | 

There is yet another clafs of duties, that have.more im- 


mediate refpe& to ourfclves, to which we take the liberty | 


to call you.—Be diligent in your worldly bufinefs, A 


habit of fauntering and idlenefs in a profeflor of religion, 


is very difhonourable to his profeflion. Man, in Paradife, 
' amidft all the profufion of Eden, was placed to till the 
ground. The nature, wants, credit, religion and happi- 


nefs of man forbid idlenefs, and call to a&@ion. Who does . 


not feel difguft with the indolent, who is not pleafed with the 


diligent? The one is a wen in the body politic that draws . 


off the nourifhment from the ufeful parts, the other is a 


member that provides for the good of the whole. He is 
very little acquainted with himfelf who has not found by 


experientc, 
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experience, that much of the happinefs of life confifts on 
the juft and moderate exercife of his body and mind. The 
more indolent we are, the nearer we approach to the ftate 
of dead matter, the more attive, in things that are good, the 
more we refemble the pure and aétive {pirits above. “ Be_ 
not flothful in bufinefs but fervent in fpirit, ferving the 
Lord,” 

Be moderate and temperate in the ule of the bleffings of 
providence. ¥: Ufe the world as not abufing it.’ Let your 
moderation and temperance be known unto all men. No- 
thing can be more unbecoming a profeffed follower of the 
felf-denying Redeemer than a habit of pampering the flefh 
In eating, drinking, drefling, and carnal indulgence ; 
“ practice too common in the prefent day among the pros 
feffors of religion, How many, whom we cannot, perhaps, 
fully accufe of drunkennefs and debauchery, live in habits 
of intemperance ! They are artful to parry the cenfure they 
deferve, and ftill live within the pale of the Church, but 
through habitual indulgence of the flefh, are .rather preju- 
dicial than ferviceable to the caufe of Chrift. O Brethren! 
' for the fake of all that is dear to you, be not thus deceived, 
* God is not mocked, whatloever a man foweth that fhall he 
alfo reap, he that foweth to the flefh fhall of the flefhreap 
corruption,”’-—Of all charaéters in the world can there be 
any more odious than thofe who have a garb of profeffior’ 
over debauched and licentious fouls ? What a {pe€tacle will 
they be to themfelves, to menand to angels, when the robe 
falls which has hid their impurity, and they ftand naked 
before the bar of God. Learn alfo to regulate your’ 
paffions by the rule of the word, The affections of the 
mind, like a fiery fteed, require fkilful management. 
Let reafon, enlightened by the word, curb, guide, or 
urge on the paflions, according to the circumftances 
in which you may be. Let an undeérftanding, illuminated 


r 


and influenced by gofpel truth, regulate every movement of 
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your fouls, Then will you be angry and not fin; fpirited 
but ‘rot “profd ; forrowful yet always rejoicing. You will 
hate fin, but love the perfon of the finner; fear God, yet 
love and truft him; regard men, yet not idolizd them, In 
a word God will be venerated, and loved above all, and 
creatures have only a fecondary regard, Your, affec- 


tions will be fet on things above, ~— not on things on the oO 


earth.” — 

-Fo-conclude, feek after the! highest degrees of true devotion, 
and Chriftian piety. Be much in fecret. Commune with the 
great Three One. Walk with God. Converfe with death. 
Behold by faith your heavenly inheritance. In proportion 
as you do this, the world will lofe its charms, its fair in- 
chantments will vanifh, and Chrift will be all in all, Then 
will you already be engaged in the employments, and 
happy in the joys of the heavenly ftate, be difciplined for 
the better world, and made meet to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the faints in light. You will walk by faith, not 
by fight.—You will mix with the faints and angels above, 
lofe yourfelves in the happy God, and long to drop the 
mortal veil, that you may fee him face to face. Death will 
now be no more terrible to you, you will long for his ap- 
proach, and fay with good old Simeon—* Now Lord letteft 
thou thy fervant depart in peace.” — 


SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THE ASSEMBLY, 


BY THE MODERATOR, 


JOHN TOMMAS. 


Bxaprorp, May 22, 1793. 
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ESDAY May 21, met at o'clock. 
Brother Mofly began in prayer, Brother Tommas, of Briftol, 
was chofen Moderator, the preliminary articles were read, 
and 39 letters from the Churches were alfo read, that fervice 
was then concluded by Brother Taylor, of Calne, in prayer. 

Another fervice was begun at seven o'clock in the 
evening by Brother Penn, Brother Hughes preached from 
Matt. v. and 16, and clofed in prayer. 

WEDNESDAY the 22, met at.six o’clock in the morn- 
ing for prayer, Mefirs. Tommas, Perry, Morgan, Simmons and 
Sotteridge prayed, then attended the private bufinefs of the 
Affociation and adjourned. 

The forenoon fervice was begun at Ten o'clock by Bro- 
ther Belfher in prayer, Brother Kingdon fucceeded, Brother 
Tommas of the Pithay, preached from 2 Cor. vi, and 4, 
and clofed the fervice in prayer. 

* The General Letter was read, and then adjourned. 

The afternoon fervice was begun by Brother Horfey at 
THREE O'clock in prayer, Brother B. Francis preached from 
Luke xiv. and 23, and clofed the meeting in prayer. 

N. B. Singing at proper intervals. 

Agreed to recommend the Dartmouth cafe. 

Agreed to hold the next Affociation at Chard, the 
Wednefday and Thurfday in the Whitfun week, our Bre- 
thren Tommas and B. Francis to preach the fermons, and in 
cafe of failure, our Brethren Clark and Redding.—Brother 
Birt to draw up the Circular Letter. 
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In the ASSOCIATED CHURCHES the laf 
year there were, 


Baptized = « = 100 
—Receivedby Letter - - 13 
Reltored - 


3 
116 


Increafe - 


Dead '- = «| 
Difmifled - = - 128 
Excluded - = - 198 
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